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1913 Batting and Fielding Averages of the World's Series Players
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2 3 1
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10 19 2
38 09 8
14 33 3
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12 3
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111 15
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I turns, If
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HUGH S. FULLERTON
COMPARES PLAYERS

FOR WORLD'S SERIES
This is tlir» seventh of a series

of eleven preliminary articles in
which the contestants in the
world's series are discussed criti¬
cally and impartially.
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Snoilurass. >> . T.'i b> - . 4 J3f,
..trunk I'l; '.'H 73 5*0 >o > .! 74;;
Here Is a proliltrn.who will play

f-r the A thirties li seems that
Mack iH so over-blessed with riches
thfit In- has a hard cln let- lo decide
hlch of s!\ mot) to play !r. the out-

.-M. nti'l whil>- lie 1^ pra<tl<ally s;if.-
r .:1 making a riilstak*-, ..xc>'pting m
t . 11 mate "f the second i:u<-v>-rs,
i- Is 1.r.! t j deride which trio <.( the
c-xtct will present the strongest,
f r . i: t .mat list the "Hants It Is . asy
to ..¦«-.> that, no matter who Mack s« ; Is
out as his regular cntre fielder, those
who are left on the bench may r>-st as¬
sured that they will get a chance to
play some time If the score is close and
different style of batter Is needed.
For purpo>es of comparison. It sterns

best to compare .Strunk with Snod-
Krass, for Snodgrass surely will play
for the Giants, and It seems practi¬
cally settled that Strunk will start for
the Athletics, giving them at least the
speediest combination of outfb-lders
possible to arrange. Whether Strunk
will play the entire series Is extremely
doubtful, and, because of that fact,
1 have studied the centre fielders on the
basin of 4 per cent off In certain de¬
partments. 1 per cent on In another,
ligurlng Strunk In four-rifths of the
total play.
Again the odious comparison makes

it look bad for New York. Snodgrass
is not a good money player, nor one
likely to win a championship In such
a test of courage as the world's series.
1 am not especially referring to his
famous muff of last fall. Any Holder
Is likely to muff a ball. Duf l«ewls
muffed an easier one in the same series,
and made it possible f<>r tlie (Slants to
escape a four straight defeat at the
hands of Boston, and every one has for¬
gotten It The average fan will hold it
against Snodgrass that he muffed a
comparatively easv fly at the crlt'cal
Instant of the final game. To inc it
is not the fact that he muffed the ball
that is important in Its bearing on the
coming series; It Is the way he hap¬
pened to muff it
You recall the situation: New York,

after practically surrendering the se¬
ries. coming with a desperate rush.

evening up the count, :ir.<l with the de-
>ld I::i." u-ame In hand und the ninth In-
r.ing heii.g played, :i 1 c.i«y fly, I. i li
and wexit out to left-centre.
11 i 11. . r t.h« left fielder or the centre
iil'i'T could have caught It. From

tin lime the I .ill was hit It belonged
to Snodgrass The truth is. Snodgrass
...i n. t seem to want to catch the ball.
He started for it. looked for help, hesi-
tnt-d s if hoping the left fielder would
laim 11. Ill' started a train, atraln hesi¬

tated. a:.'i finally he taw ho had to
i nil;' the try.and tried and muffed,
'i ... f:l¦ t that he muffed doesn't amount
;.> The fact that he did not
a.::.i i:;.aice the attempt indicates

.it :r» the critical moment, he is like-
i. t'. weaken.

Iiixiii Wlicn Team I,rsdn.
In fiict, in the estimate of a preat

.any National I.eapue players, Sr:od-
grass la a "front runner." and not a
Kood l.tll pliiver on a team that has
.,i> fight its way to the fror.t. As one
i .marked. "In a ti^ht place, he isn't
present or accounted for."

I'ii.vses.sir.vc every qualification of a
great hall player, having the speed, the
ability, the <jtii< k eye and considerable
hitting power, it Is doubtful if Sr.od-
gt.tss would be a wood ball player ex-
opting under Mctiraw. McOrnw has
kept him nerved up and working, and
ha* made him play ball.

Against Snodgrass is the speediest
ball player, with two possible excep¬
tions, in the country, so far as covering
gtound In the outfield and sprinting
on the bases are concerned. Me can
cover more ground than any outfielder
lii either major league, go farther and
catch fly balls, and yet he is not as
g'>od as a lot of players who are not
rated In his class as a speed boy.
Strunk is something of a disappoint¬
ment. When he broke in as a school¬
boy it iookod as if Mack would de¬
velop him into th<» greatest player of
tJio decade. Me had every qualification,
p.nd yet he ha.>- not improved murti over
his first form. Me can hit.and does
hit. Me goes to first like shot. Me
can stand on the left field foul line
and catch a fly ball hit straight to
centre, and be these waiting for them.
Me lost some of his speed in injuring
a leu-, but lie still is a marvel of speed.
Yet he is a fair to middling base run¬
ner, not a finished fielder, and has a
lot of minor faults which he covers
up by slamming the ball.

In a great many respects Snodgrass
and Strunk are alike Yet it is diffi¬
cult to compare their work. I doubted
for a long time whether Strunk would
be In position when the series started.

MnUe-lo-Order IMnyer.
Snodgrass Is a made-to-order ball

player. McGraw developed him, taught
him what baseball he knows, and he
pl.iy.-i ball Just as he thinks McGraw
wnntr- it played. Me Is a nice hitter,
and I think a bit below where ho ought
to bo on this season. This is due- to

I the fact that he was hitting only about

3 on an A last for the first two months
of the season. Then lie steadied down
and commenced to whang the ball
steadily, and has crept up and kept up
at a respectable pait. 1 do not think
ho can hit anything like his ,'s'o Rea¬
son average against the Athletic pitch¬
ers. In fact, he looks like a bad hitter
against speed pitching, and when the
two teams, met before. Hender had him
swin.,'.r.g nt almost anythlny offered.
In study;r.u his work for the present
: eason, it looks as If the speedy pitch¬
ers have him going. I took fift-.-en
games in which he batted against ex-
i-essivo speed, and his average for
th<v--e games (and seven of them were
late in the season) was .ir,T, which
would 16ok as if Hender and Houck
would worry him to death. Ho has
been rapping the left-handers rather
better this season than in preceding
seasons, and yet the left-handers using
Uie fast ball against right-handed bat¬
ters seem to have worried nim. If he
hits any of the Mack pitchers It ought
to i»f« J'lank. In rating him at SS as a
hitter. I have taken into account his
general worth at bat. and given him
full credit for doinft In a scries what
lie lias done in the season.

It l"oks odd to rate him above Doyle
ami some others in this respect, but
remember, we were compelled t<> dock
Doyle on his erratic showing this sea¬
son and k!v« Snodgraas credit with
his later hitting form. He stands up
well, tries to get hit. worries pitchers
and hits fairly well with runners. I
have credited him with some ability
n hitting with runners that he may
not show against speed, and deducted
from Doyle some credit that ho may
show. The team worth of Doyle is
higher, ami in flgurinK that everything
is taken into consideration.

Mrunk Ilettcr Matter.
Hut even giving Snodprass full

credit, lie fails to rank with Strunk
as a hitter. This fellow hits freely,
and hits all kinds, excepting the bet¬
ter of the left-handers, who trouble
him. Marquard ought to bo able to
make Mack change centre ilelders for
one game, at least, if he is in his right
form. Hesides that. Strunk's great

ARROW
:mcollar
Cloett. Pcabody & Co., Inc. Makers

RAY RYAN

\fit mnnnisrr of Colts.. Despite report* to contrary. ex-Tnr ivIII lendKli-hmontl tenrn In Vlr^lnln I.riiKiir pen mint cliune next aeimon. lie 1m iioitKContliiK for new material.

speed In polnp to tlrst is certain to
worry the rather uncertain Giant in¬
field. and perhaps it will be morn
for that reason than for any other that
he will he chosen to play the Held. If,
hy liis speed, he can smash the inner
defense of the Giants that will he
more valuable than a base hit could
be; for once an infield defense starts
to crumble it is likely to ro all to
pieces before it can rally. One such
panic is worth a lot in such a series.

After reaching first base, Snodgrass
has Die better of the argument, for, in
spite of his speed, Strunk is not a ^otul

base-runner. lie is messy ami uncer-
tain, and does not start instinctively
as the ureal runners do. Snodgrass is
a corking base-runner, a hard, twist¬
ing slider and a danuerous man at any
time. Ho makes a lot of breaks, and
is rather easy for pitchers with a well-
developed balk motion, but he Rets the
jump on the ball a remarkable number
of times, and once well away, he is
hard to catch. It will be a pretty thingt<> s^o Hchang tested against that kind
of running, as we will see when we
study th> catchers.

1 watched Archer stop SnodgraSs

twice this year with comparative ease,
and In three Instances ho deliberately
let Snodgrass get his start and then\
winged him without much trouble,
In other words, ho called tho turn on,
Snodgrass's move and, therefore,
caught lilin.

In a world's series, with the pitchers
on tho sharp edge of their nerves, a
cool ha.se runner has all tho advantage.
Ho can stait beiter than in an ordl-
nary season's game. The (question is
whether or not .Snodgrass will be as
cool as the Athletic pitchers will be.
He scarcely can hope to get the start
on Plunk, and Cemlor usually watches
first very closely, although two years
ngo he seemed so intent on pitching
h«- let the Giants have a goorl start In
Ave instances.possibly because lie felt
so certain he would hold the batters.

t'ompn rl.son of Speed.
In taking extra bases on hits,

St i unk is a bhado better on speed.
He loses a lot of ground turning buses,
but makes up for it by his terrific
speed when well under way. Snod¬
grass, too, is fast, and takes all ho
can gel on every hit. l believe from
first to third Snodgrass has a little
advantage, while from flrjt home,
Strunk could beat him, as ho finishes
strong and going faster than at any
other stage of the journey.
Strunk Is a marvelous man cover-

lng ground with the outtield, and has
the advantage In lieldlng through this
fact, lie covers well between Melds,
better toward left than toward right,
It soems to 1110, and I10 goes out better
than he conies forward, iiecau.se or
his great speed, he plays a rather deep
Held, and it is fortunate that Barry
can move back so well to protect tho
short fleld from dropping Mies. Snod¬
grass is not a finished Holder, and
looks awkwatd In catching long Hies.
Ho lets a lot get over his head that
other fielders would at least lay hands
upon, and it does not seem to 1110 that
he plays well with Hums on balls be-
twecn fields, while he appears to worn
well with Murray. Too many ground
balls «er past him, hoth to the right
and left, because of his habit of cuttinu
the alible too sharply to meet the ball.

O11 threo occasions during the pres¬
ent season I have seen him try to

j reach the hull too soon, then turn
an I nive chase, and it seemed In all

cases that there was an element of
indecision in the Giant outfield as to
which fielder should try for the ball
and which should back up and be
ready to pursue it. In this Burns seems
tho more willing chaser, and in one
case spoken of ho was so well back
of Snodgrass that ho was enabled toblock down tho ball and hold tho run¬
ner to two bases, instead of to a home
run, which seemed inevitable when thoball passed Snodgrass.
On either Siiibe Park or BrushStadium, a bail that gets betweenfields means serious trouble. To leftin Shtbo I'ark it Is traveling toward

the hill, upon tho crest of which Is a
score board, under which the hull mayroll. To right centre the bai. a boundfor the corner far out by tho carriageentrance. To riKht centre on Brushfield, tho ball is ijolnf; downhill to thobig exit gate, and even when retrieved
it is a hard place to throw from. Toleft centre on tho Polo Grounds it Is
not so disastrous, as the bleacher bar¬
rier stops the hall, and by fast chasing
a runner may he held at third. One or
two failures to head off balls that
should ho blocked down may turn the
tide, and in that respect it seems
Stt unk is the more effective man. In¬
deed, tho Athletic outfields' system of
handling such balls and tho quickness
with which they decide who shall tryfor tho ball and who shall back up
means a lot more than mere individual
ability.
The team value figures of the two

men show Strunk slightly ahead, but
not enough to make Snodgrass seem
outclassed. They are so close together
that a little luck either way would
make one seem a champion and tho
other a busher. The Athletics must bo
Ki veil the preference in centre field
because Mack has threo men besides
Strunk who can play the field and can
hit certain kinds of pitching, so that
the team strength may bo maintained
to a largo extent, no matter who
pitches for New York.
Tho study of tho teams, man for man,shows the Athletics superior iti prac¬

tically every position. But remember,
a ri^ht fielder Is worth four to 100 as a
defensive item, and a pitcher is worth
forty-two defensively and a catcher
eighteen. So wo are just starting to
yet to the depths of tho dope, and to¬
morrow will study tho catchers and
commence to get closer to the real
team strengths.
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ITS
ALL WHISKEY

Sold Wherever Quality Counts
Little Willie Gettit Copyright. 1913. lnterr.a^'onal News Service. By George McManus
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